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Witnessing to God’s love & grace in Jesus Christ fo r all people  

through prayer, worship & service. 

A Message From Pastor Elias 

  

Where Do the Years Go? 

“For surely I know the plans I have for you”, says the LORD. 

       “Plans for your welfare and not for harm, 

to give you a future with hope”. 

Jeremiah 29: 11 (NRSV) 

 
 

I can’t imagine that 2011 is gone, and we are already in 2012. Where does the time go? It seems like 
just a few years ago when, I was called to serve with you here at Galilee; however, I was just 
reminded by the wonderful celebration and potluck held in my honor for my family and myself on 
Saturday, December 11th. Six years have gone by already, since I first came to Galilee. Thank you to 
all of you who planned and served for the 6th anniversary celebration of my ministry at Galilee. Thank 
you for all who came, as well as those who could not, but sent cards of good wishes or those who 
prayed with us while at home. 

I have been truly blessed by knowing you all and by having the privilege and honor of serving with 
you all here at Galilee for all these years. 

As we enter into the New Year, 2012, we unanimously join in one accord, thanking God for his 
continuous and never ending grace, mercy, and love. It is by his grace that we have been granted 
yet another year to continue loving God and our neighbors. I am sure all of us know of friends and 
families who also were planning to enter into this New Year, but have been called to eternal life or 
are seriously sick in the hospital. We didn’t deserve more than them, except that God has spared us 
for a purpose. 

Even in the midst of our many life challenges and struggles, we are called to be thankful for all that 
God has done for us through the past year; and we are called to forge ahead in joy, faith and hope, 
while rejoicing for the many things that the Lord has granted us. As we continue pondering our “New 
Years’ Resolutions for 2012”, we enter into this New Year with new hope and new expectations, 
knowing that, it is God’s will and plan that God will not abandon us; and that God has a new future 
and new hope for all of us in this coming new year. 

Thank you for your ministry together as disciples of Jesus Christ. I am looking forward to serving with 
you in this New Year and these coming days. 
 
Happy Christmas and a Happy Blessed New Year; 
 
Serving Together in the Vineyard; 

Pastor Elias 
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Galilee Special Meeting notices: 

On Sunday, January 15, 2012 ,  please join us 
for the Special Congregation meeting to review 
and approve amendments to Galilee’s 
Constitution as recommended by the 
Leadership Board.  

Note: this is the only agenda item. 

Please meet in the sanctuary 
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On Sunday, January 29, 2012 , please join us 
for Galilee’s Annual Congregational meeting. 
In addition to the standard annual meeting 
agenda, we will also ratify the amendments to 
Galilee’s Constitution, and approve the Bylaws 
as recommended by the Leadership Board.  

Please meet in the sanctuary 
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Potluck lunch following the meeting. If possible, please 

bring a dish to pass. 

Thank you from 
 The Women’s Center in Waukesha 

 

Thank you for your gift of books, make-up, hair and hygiene products for the 
holiday season. You are giving hope to women and children who often have 
nowhere else to turn. 
 

Your generous donation will help us continue to provide: 
  

©Emergency shelter for abused women and their children 

©Transitional living 

©Group and individual counseling 

©Legal advocacy 

©Child abuse prevention programming 

©Employment counseling 

©Hispanic outreach 

©24-hour crisis line 

On behalf of the clients of The Women’s Center, thank you for your donation and making a 
difference in our community. 
 

Submitted by: 

Marie F. Kingsbury, Executive Director 

The Women’s Center, Waukesha 
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Sunday, January 1, 2012  
10:00 am - New Year’s Day worship service 

Tuesday, January 3  
Pastor Elias comp day 

Wednesday, January 4  
6:00 pm - Leadership Board & Coordinators 
meeting 

Thursday, January 5  
6:30 pm - 7:30 pm - Baptism class 

Saturday, January 7  
Food Pantry weekend 
Noisy offering 
7:30 am - Men’s Bible study 

Sunday, January 8  
Food Pantry weekend 
Noisy offering 
6:30 pm - 7:45 pm - 5th & 6th grade 
discipleship night 
6:30 pm - 8:30 pm - High school discipleship 
night 

Monday January 9  
2:00 pm - Visitation Team meeting 
6:30 pm - Leadership Board meeting 

Wednesday, January 11  
6:00 pm - Worship Ministry meeting 

Thursday, January 12  
11:30 am - Go-Getters midweek worship and 
potluck luncheon 

Saturday, January 14  
7:30 am - Women’s Bible study 

Sunday, January 15  
12:00 noon - Congregational special meeting in 
the sanctuary 

Monday, January 16  
2:00 pm - Health & Wholeness team meeting 
6:30 pm - Leadership Board meeting 

Tuesday, January 17  
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm - Prayer shawl ministry 
meeting 
6:30 pm - 8:30 pm - Confirmation class session 
four 

Saturday, January 21  
7:30 am - Men’s Bible study 

Sunday, January 22  
6:30 pm - 8:30 pm - High school discipleship 
night 

Tuesday, January 24  
6:30 pm - Grief & Loss support group 

Wednesday, January 25  
7:00 pm - Galilee Book club 

Saturday, January 28  
7:30 am - Women’s Bible study 

Sunday, January 29  
12:00 noon - Congregational Annual Meeting 

Monday, January 30  
6:30 pm - 8:30 pm - First communion class 

Galilee Happenings, January, 2012 

Less is more... 
 
What if we took our lengthy lists of changes 
we want to make in the new year and 
narrowed them down — way down? Rather 
than making a half dozen or more 
commitments that we’re unlikely to keep, how 
about zeroing in on a single word that 
captures the essence of what we want to 
achieve or become? 
 
North Carolina pastor Mike Ashcraft 
encouraged church members to each find one 
word that described a characteristic or vision 
they wanted to achieve in the year ahead. The 
experiment turned into a movement, with 
ideas and testimonials available at 
myoneword.org . 

What would your one-word resolution be? 
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See, the former things have taken place, and new things I declare; before they spring into being I 
announce them to you.  Isaiah 42:9 

 

Another year has come and gone 

 

How did this year go for you? 

In Sunday School it has been a good year 

 

Did you learn anything new? 

In Sunday School we have been learning about having Jesus in our lives.  The Blessing of the 
Children by Jesus and Hearing from the Heart through Mary and Martha 

 

Did you make new friends or renew old relationships? 

We do that in Sunday School each Sunday morning. 

 

Did you bless or are you blessed by those people around you? 

In Sunday School we are blessed each and every Sunday as we meet for Opening Worship 
and then go to our respective classes. 

 

Did you serve or volunteer in one of the ministry areas at Galilee or reach out to someone in the 
community? 

In Sunday School we have talked about opportunities when we gathered for Cross-
Generational Education and will learn more in our next rotation. 

 

Did you share your faith as a family or with others? 

In Sunday School we do that each week as we come together in Christian friendship. 

 

Did you pray more, or less? 

Yes, we have done it more but we bet we could do it even more 

 

Did you regularly have your children at Sunday School and attend worship as a family? 

When you are not here we miss you. 

 

 

Sunday School  
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Did you invite someone to worship or attend Sunday School at Galilee? 

We love to have guests and see new faces 

 

January starts a new chapter in our life – a new ti me to come together – new beginnings 

 

A continued opportunity to add attendance stickers to our garden of faces and flowers 

 

A time to come together again in Sunday School after the holiday break 

 

A time to thank our Sunday School staff for sharing their time, talents and gifts with us 

 

A new rotation to begin January 22nd on “Walking With Jesus” 

 

Both young and old need to prayerfully and thoughtfully consider areas of our life that could use 
improvement or need change 

 

Allow Jesus to be a bigger part of our lives 

 

Regularly attend worship or Sunday School 

 

Determine how we can make a difference in the lives of others 

 

Dear God, 

As we look back on this year we want to thank you for the blessings you have given us.  The 
opportunity to come together to learn more about your Son, Jesus Christ.  As we start this New Year 
continue to guide us and walk with us each Sunday and throughout our weeks to grow our faith and 
encourage us to live the best life yet in our days ahead.  Amen 

 

From all involved in the Galilee Children’s Christian Education we wish you a year filled with Faith, 
Peace and Love. 

 

Barb Barthel 

Sunday School Director 
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An update on hunger in Meru 

October 2011 Update from Rev. Abdiel Ndosi  
�
Greetings from Meru!  
We have being able to reach nearly all the most affected people in the Northern District now, for the 
first round of distribution, and part of the southern District.  On Tuesday, Jerry (Schmidt) and Sue 
(Johnson) will join us distribute maize in Marorony Parish (southern District).  �
Blessings, 

Ndosi �
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January 2012 Adult Education Topics 
 

January 1- No Class.  Happy New Year! 

 

January 8 – Cross Generational Sunday. 

 

January 15- Shannon Jackson Arnold will join us.  Shannon is a writer, retreat leader and 
inspirational speaker, who provides pathways and tools for creative souls to live, create, and grieve 
with radiance and reverence.  Her recent book is “Flowering Wisdom: Thoughts on Life, Love & 
Blooming Big”. 

 

January 22- The leadership board will present an update on constitutional bylaws for the upcoming 
congregational meeting. 

 

January 29- We will join our DVD panel of seminary professors for more “Good God Questions”.  
This time we will talk about “Do Jews, Muslims, and Christians worship the same God?” and “Why 
did Jesus have to die?”. 

Connecting Ministry 
 
We want to introduce ourselves as the new Connecting co-coordinators, a position that we assumed 
in November.  Sally has been a member of Galilee for 37 years and Dianna has been a member for 
22 years. 
 
The Connecting ministry team oversees the book club, dartball team, go-getters, women’s Christmas 
party and the young families ministry.  Some of these groups are more active than others.  We will be 
striving to improve the less active areas. 
 
This is our first article for the Galilean and already we have two important events that were held in 
December.  The first was the Women’s Christmas party on December 5th.  It was a resounding 
success and we want to thank Jenni Hintze for spearheading the event and thank all those that 
helped in any way.  Jenni did a wonderful job!  It fills our souls and makes us yearn for the birth of the 
baby Jesus when Chris Groth plays the piano during the hymn sing.  It is truly special. 
 
The second event was the potluck that was held on December 10th to celebrate six years of ministry 
with Pastor Elias.  The attendance was fantastic – approximately 100 people.  The food was 
delicious and the fellowship was wonderful.  A special thank you goes out to the Hospitality team of 
Karla Sloan, Jody Wille and Harold Sloan.  They made the overflow room look beautiful with all the 
African décor.  Thank you to all who attended. 
 
We have some ideas for new things we’d like to try in 2012.  If you have ideas you’d like to share or 
discuss that fall under this ministry team’s area, please contact one of us.  We look forward to an 
exciting 2012. 
 
Happy New Year! 
 
Dianna Bednar & Sally Rudolph�
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Galilee Book Club 

   
In January we discussing two books by Louise 
Penny.  Still Life & A Fatal Grace are mysteries 
taking place in the fictional village of Three 
Pines, Quebec.  Inspector Armand Gamache of 
the Surete of Quebec and his investigators are 
called to investigate a murder in Three 
Pines.  These books are filled with most 
interesting characters.  Guaranteed to 
captivate.  So plan on joining us for lively 
discussions on January 25th at 7:00 pm. 
-Sharon Vitek 

 

Compassion Care Updates for January  

Prayer Shawl Ministry Meeting  
Tuesday, January 17, 1:00 pm-3:00 pm  
We will be meeting at the home of Bev Piotrowski. This ministry is a unique 
outreach ministry that creates and provides shawls to comfort those in need 
during times of illness or stress. These prayer shawls give people a tangible 
reminder of God's presence, care, and love.  We would love to have you join 
us for this "God's Work Our Hands" event! 
Please contact us for information and directions.  Contact Ann Dee Austin 691-1452 or Bev 
Piotrowski 695-1669. 
 
"Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's 
grace in its various forms." 1 Peter 4:10 
 
Galilee Go Getters  
Thursday, January 12, 11:30 am  
Come for the Mid-Week Service and stay for the potluck luncheon!  Pastor Elias will be leading the 
Service at 11:30 am.  The luncheon and fellowship will follow. See you there!�

Thanks for a wonderful 
gathering in December 

 
Didn’t we have a fun 
time at the Women’s 
Christmas Party? 
Thanks to everyone 
that made it such a success! 

It would not have been possible without all of 
your help. The attendance was as high as ever 
and that helps to make a successful party! 

We certainly took care of ourselves when it 
came to our food selection! Thanks to Judy 
Corlett once again for all of the lovely 
centerpieces and Gloria Lau for our terrific 
punch and beautiful Christmas tree! We 
certainly do not want to forget those precious 
little gift boxes that were put together by non 
other than our favorite “box lady”, Carol 
Burkhart! 

Just a thought to reflect upon: your special 
prayer partner is praying for your concern on a 
daily basis throughout the year! This is one of 
the wonderful miracles of the Christmas 
season, the power of prayer! 

God’s love and blessings to all of you! 

Hugs, 

Jenni and Eileen Hintze�

Youth Safety 
Policy Review 

You are invited to attend a meeting to review 
the Draft Youth Safety Policy on Thursday, Jan. 
19 at 7:00 pm.  Questions should be directed to 
Sue Burgemeister, Kathy Hyslop, Susan Olson 
or CJ Knutson.  If you want an electronic copy 
of the draft prior to the meeting, please contact 
Sue Burgemeister at  
susan.burgemeister@sbcglobal.net  
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�St. Paul’s Community Night Thank You 
 
A heartfelt thank you to all who participated in St. Paul’s Community Night in December!  All children 
from the neighborhood of St. Paul’s who attended Community Night received hats & mittens, and 
many families took home gently used coats, jackets and winter clothing made possible by your 
generous donations.  Galilee Confirmation students & mentors served the meal and helped clean 
up. A special thank you to Kim & Jessica Burdick for grocery shopping and preparing the meal.  We 
sang Christmas songs in the sanctuary and concluded the celebrations with creating “t.p.” snowmen 
out of children and the pastors!  A photo album of the celebration is located at 
www.GalileeLC.org.  Thanks be to God for the 10-year long urban-suburban partnership between 
St. Paul’s in Milwaukee and Galilee in Pewaukee! 

- Deb Kohler 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An update from Health & Wellness 
 
The Health & Wellness Ministry Team has contacted the nurses in our congregation for their 
help.  They will be taking blood pressures on the first Sunday of each month.  Look for us in the 
Parish Nurse office. We will not be officially keeping records, but we will give each person a card to 
record their own blood pressure. 
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� Those Who Serve Ministry Staff Schedules 
Pastor Elias                                       
Day of rest is Friday  
 

Church Office                                    

8:30 am-4:30 pm Monday—Thursday 

Office Closed on Friday         

January 1 Open 

January 8  Open 

January 15 Open           

January 22 Open 

January 29 Open 
 
To make a donation of flowers to adorn the 
altar, please contact the church office  or sign 
up on the sheet in the main gathering area - 
the narthex.   

Ministry Staff 
Pastor Elias Kitoi Nasari 
Office Administration ~ Karen Streit 
Parish Nurse ~  Open  
Music Director ~  Paul Thorgaard 
Organists ~ Mary Kay Debrecht & Chris Groth 

Leadership Board Members ~ 2011 

President ~ Nancy Rice  

Vice President ~ Carol Puestow  

Treasurer ~ Marilyn Lindemeyer  

Member-at-large ~  Philip Godden 

Member-at-large ~ Craig Piotrowski 

Ministry Coordinators                     

Welcoming                       

Hospitality ~ Karla Sloan & Jody Wille                    

Mentoring ~ Diana Conway                      

Connecting ~  Diana Bednar & Sally Rudolph 

Equipping                       

Worship ~ Gloriann Gagliano                     

Discipleship ~ Open  

Administration ~ Bill Rudolph 

Stewardship ~ Harold Sloan        

Sending                                          

Global-Gifting ~ Ellen Piotrowski  

Partnerships ~ Lynne Diefenbach         

CompassionCare ~ Ann Dee  Austin &    
      Sharon Vitek 
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Joshua Acord                
Mike Anderson  
Jeremy Fossier                                                        
Christoph Gabaldo  
Tim Gilestad                                                                                      
Bill Groth 
Kirk Keepers                                                                                   
Tim Knutson  
Morgan Mosher            
Andrew Richardson 
Seth Peikert 
Cal Tomomitsu 

Fourth Annual Dinner Extravaganza 
 

Saturday, February 11, 2012 
 

The fourth annual Dinner Extravaganza will be held on Feb 11, 2012 at 6:00. 
Come and join the fun.  This year we are fortunate to have The Civic Broadway Singers  from 
Waukesha  for the entertainment.  Galileans and their friends will have an opportunity for fellowship 
as well as supporting the Waukesha Civic Theatre and our youth. People may sign up to host a 
table or purchase individual tickets in January, 2012. 
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Tim Gilestad                                                                                       

Kirk Keepers                                                                                    

 
Thank You on behalf of 

Lutheran World Relief  
My thanks to the following people for the Lutheran World Relief shipment sent in October: Betty 
Kragenbrink and her Cover Girls for 120 quilts, 5 blankets, 26 layettes, 6 health kits, and 5 sewing 
kits assembled by Judy Corlett and myself. 
 
My thanks also go out to all who contributed supplies for all of these things.  The sweaters have 
been supplied for many years by Bev Madaus (a former member of Galilee) and Diane 
Praeger. This has been a wonderful gift of love. 
 
The packing and shipping were done by my husband, Maurie, and Dick Winkelman.  Boxes were 
supplied by Tom and Carol Gabler, and my thanks goes out to all of them. 
 
Lutheran World Relief has been a vital program at Galilee for many years, and I feel it is a wonderful 
stewardship project.  We will continue this in 2012, and the following things are needed:  bath towels 
(approx. 52" x 27", dark color recommended), hand towels (dark color recommended), baby socks 
and baby caps. There is a LWR container in the library that can be used for any donations. 
 
Thanks to all, and a Happy and Blessed New Year! 
 
Vi Tremaine, LWR Rep.  

 

Grief and Loss Support Group 
Gathering 

Tuesday, January 24, 6:30 pm 

at Galilee Lutheran Church 
 

Please join us as we listen, discern and share ways we can support and comfort each other through 
the loss process, even though our losses may be different.  This Gathering is not limited to the loss 

of a loved one but includes any loss that affects us emotionally or physically. 

 

We are in communion with one another to help and serve each other.  Being with others who have 
experienced a loss can be very comforting.  We listen, share, comfort and support each other 

through the loss process.  We can care for each other, understand and pray for support, healing and 
strength in our lives. Your faith and insight may have a profound impact on our journey of healing. 

 

All are welcome and feel free to invite a friend or relative to join you. 

 

Mary Mauer and Members of the Galilee Bereavement Ministry 
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January 1 

Numbers 6:22-27 

Psalm 8 

Galatians 4:4-7 

Luke 2:15-21 

 

January 8 

Genesis 1:1-5 

Psalm 29 

Acts 19:1-7 

Mark 1:4-11 
 

January 15 

1 Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20] 

Psalms 139:1-6, 13-18 

1 Corinthians 6:12-20 

John 1:43-51 

January 22 

Jonah 3:1-5, 10 

Psalm 62:5-12 

1 Corinthians 7:29-31 

Mark 1:14-20 

 

January 28 

Deuteronomy 18:15-20 

Psalm 111 

1 Corinthians 8:1-13 

Mark1: 21-28 

 

 

 

 

The Readings 

Winter Worship Schedule  

Saturday at 5:00 pm  

Sunday at 8:00 & 10:45 am        

Holy Communion is served at all services  
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